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FELLOWSHIP CONCERNING THE VITAL GROUPS 
 
I. A vital group that is up to the biblical standard HAS three characteristics—it 

has a purpose, a nature, and a condition. 
 

A. Moving from a hall centered church life to a home centered church life and 
becoming vital groups 

1. The hall—focusing on good meetings 

2. The homes—focusing on people 

3. The vital groups—focusing on blending 
 

B. The three main characteristics of the vital groups 

1. Purpose—for the increase, the perfecting, and the building up of the 
church 
Acts 2:46-47 
46 And day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the temple and 
breaking bread from house to house, they partook of their food with exultation 
and simplicity of heart, 
47 Praising God and having grace with all the people. And the Lord added 
together day by day those who were being saved 
Ephesians 4:12 
For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building 
up of the Body of Christ, 

 
2. Nature—spiritual 

a. To be spiritual means to be filled with the Holy Spirit, within and 
without 
Acts 13:52 
And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit 
Acts 4:31b 
...and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of 
God with boldness. 

 
b. In Acts the disciples experienced the outpoured Spirit again and 

again 
Acts 2:1, 4 
1 And as the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled, they were all together in 
the same place… 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different 
tongues, even as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth. 
Acts 9:17 
And Ananias went away and entered into the house; and laying his hands on 
him, he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me – Jesus, who appeared to 



you on the road on which you were coming – so that you may receive your 
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit 
Acts 10:44 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those 
hearing the word. 
 

3. Condition—love (loving one another in oneness and with one accord) 

I have had the opportunity to serve in many different countries and churches, and 
it has been my experience and observation that the churches can take two 
different ways to gain the increase. One way is to get everyone excited to preach 
the gospel and to do a work of effort to gain the increase. However, in the end 
this way does not produce much increase. 

The other way to gain the increase is the way of love. When there is the element 
of love between all the saints, this love overflows to the unbelievers, and when 
this happens, there is the increase. It is not our working that brings in people. 
Doing a great work may be effective to a certain degree, but the greatest work, 
the work that produces the most increase, is the work that is out of love. 

Love is the way of the vital groups, which Brother Lee showed to us and into 
which we must enter. The very element and expression of the vital groups should 
be love. In the vital groups we should love the members, and when the Lord 
brings us in contact with a new one, we should love him into the church. The vital 
groups are absolutely of the Lord, and this way of living in the vital groups and 
carrying out the vital groups will produce great results. However, for there to be 
the increase, one element must be present—love. If in a vital group love prevails 
and love is the center of everything, there will be the increase. If we love one 
another and all the new ones, if we pray for the new ones and for one another, 
and if we have fellowship, the Lord will bless us with the increase. Moreover, if 
all the vital groups gain the increase, the church will gradually grow. The way to 
gain the increase is not by our endeavoring or working but by love. Love produces 
the greatest result.—B.P. 

(The Ministry Magazine, vol. 10, No. 5, pp. 170-171) 

John 13:34-35 
 

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one another. 
35 By this shall all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another. 
John 15:17 
These things I command you that you may 1love one another. 

171 This is to love one another in the Lord’s life, the divine life, in the Lord’s love, 
and in His commission of fruit-bearing. Life is the source, love is the condition, 
and fruit-bearing is the goal. If we all live by the Lord’s life as the source, in the 
Lord’s love as the condition, and for fruit-bearing as the goal, we surely will love 
one another. Having different sources of life, different conditions, or different 
goals will separate us and prevent us from loving one another. 

(Holy Bible Recovery Version, John 15:17 footnote 171) 
 



II. Because a vital group has these three characteristics, it IS vital—living and 
active. 
Recently, I felt burdened to use the term vital groups. My understanding in using the word vital 
is that a vital group is living and full of activities. You may be a living person, but if you do not 
know how to take any action, you are not vital….To be vital is to be living and very active, full of 
activities. The vital groups are groups that are living and full of activities. If the saints who have 
the burden to be in the vital groups do not move, do not act, in any kind of meeting, the church 
is finished. 

(Fellowship Concerning the Urgent Need of the Vital Groups, Chapter 24, Section 1) 

A. Living 

1. Individual – thorough fellowship, confession, consecration, prayer, and 
filling with the Spirit 
One day in August 1931 the Lord spoke within me. He asked me, “What are you doing 
here? Are you living or dead? What kind of Christian are you?” This was a real crisis for me. 
The very next day I went up to a little mountain close to my home to pray. I went there 
early in the morning and knelt down and cried out to the Lord, saying, “Lord, be merciful 
to me! There must be something wrong with me. Week after week I attend Christian 
meetings, study the Word, and pray, but I am still so dead and weak, and for many years 
I have not brought one soul to You.” When I cried out in this way, the Holy Spirit flooded 
through me like a mighty tide. I realized that I was sinful, dirty, and rebellious. I cannot 
describe how I felt at that time. I simply prostrated myself on the ground and told the 
Lord, “Lord, I am sinful. I am the most sinful person in the whole world.” As I confessed 
to the Lord in this way, tears came down my face. Later, as I was on my way down the 
mountain, I was filled with happiness, joy, peace, and a heavenly feeling. At that time I 
did not know where I was. I could not tell if I was in the heavens or on the earth. From 
that day on, for more than seven months I rose up early every morning and went up to 
that mountain. Day by day I went up to the mountain to pray to the Lord in a living way. 

(Contacting the Lord, Being Filled in Spirit, and Having Proper Christian Meetings for 
the Accomplishment of God's Eternal Purpose, Chapter 3, Section 2) 

2. Two or more – fellowship, prayer, and care 
We will not be vital if we do not pass through the stages of fellowship, the confession of 
our sins, reconsecration, a prayer life, and the filling of the Spirit. Also, we need to have 
a thorough and intimate fellowship with one another. We may come together as groups 
and yet not have this kind of fellowship. Instead, we are all very reserved. We open up 
ourselves to a certain extent and no more. We like to cover and hide many things 
concerning our situation. As a result, there is no thorough fellowship. When there is no 
thorough fellowship, there is no thorough blending. Then we cannot see the proper 
mutual intercession, the proper mutual care, and the proper mutual shepherding. This 
shows that we are not that vital. 

(Fellowship Concerning the Urgent Need of the Vital Groups, Chapter 24, Section 1) 

a. A nest to which the Lord can add  
 

Acts 2:46-47…And day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in 
the temple and breaking bread from house to house, they partook of their 
food with exultation and simplicity of heart, praising God and having grace 
with all the people. And the Lord added together day by day those who were 
being saved. 
 

b. Branches loving one another to express the divine life in fruit bearing 

John 15:12, 16-17…This is My commandment, that you love one another 
even as I have loved you. 



16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and I set you that you should go 
forth and bear fruit and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask 
the Father in My name, He may give you. 
17 These things I command you that you may love one another. 

 
c. The spiritual nature and the loving condition of the vital groups 

d. LIFE – watchful and ready; for life we need oil  
 

Matt. 24:42-44 
42 Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord comes. 
43 But know this, that if the householder had known in which watch the thief 
was coming, he would have watched and would not have allowed his house to 
be broken into. 
44 For this reason you also be ready, because at an hour when you do not 
expect it, the Son of Man is coming. 

Matt. 25:4 – But the prudent took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

e. The opposite of Sardis  
 

Rev. 3:1…And to the messenger of the church in Sardis write: These things 
says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: I know your 
works, that you have a name that you are living, and yet you are dead. 

 
B. Active – prayer, fellowship, and coordination 

1. Work being carried out as the spontaneous overflow of life 
 

2. The purpose of the vital groups 
 

3. FUNCTION – faithful (toward the Lord) and prudent (toward the 
believers); for service, work, we need the talent, the spiritual gift 
Matt. 24:45…Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master 
has set over his household to give them food at the proper time? 
Matt. 25:15…To one he gave five talents, and to another two, and to another 
one, to each according to his own ability. And he went abroad. 

4. The opposite of Laodicea  
 

Rev. 3:15…I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that 
you were cold or hot. 
 

C. With both life and function we have Philadelphia, and we bring the Lord 
back 

Rev. 3:8, 11…I know your works; behold, I have put before you an opened door which 
no one can shut, because you have a little power and have kept My word and have not 
denied My name.  I come quickly; hold fast what you have that no one take your crown. 

 

1. Pursuing Christ with a little power, His word, and His name – NATURE 
 

2. Brotherly love (Philadelphia) – CONDITION 
 

3. An open door – PURPOSE 
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