
FELLOWSHIP CONCERNING THE VITAL GROUPS 
(Message 1) 

 
I. The God-ordained way is intrinsically a way of LIFE and can be carried out only by 

life. 
 

A. Daily 

Leviticus 6:12 - And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it must not go out. And the 
priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and he shall lay the burnt offering in order upon it 
and shall burn the fat of the peace offerings on it. 

Exodus 16:21 - And they gathered it morning by morning, each one according to his eating; 
and when the sun became hot, it melted. 

Psalms 88:9 - My eye wastes away at the affliction; I have called out to You, O Jehovah, every 
day; I have spread out my hands to You. 

Acts 17:11 - Now these people were more noble than those in Thessalonica, for they received 
the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 

Luke 9:23 - And He said to them all, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 

Acts 2:46 - And day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the temple and breaking 
bread from house to house, they partook of their food with exultation and simplicity of heart, 

 
B. Small 

Zechariah 4:10 - For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice when 
they see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel; they are the eyes of Jehovah running to and 
fro on the whole earth. 

Exodus 16:14-15a 
14 And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a 
small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground. 
15 And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, “It is manna:”… 

Revelation 19:8 - And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and 
clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 

Exodus 23:29-30 
29 I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the 
animals of the field multiply against you. 
30 Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have become fruitful and 
inherit the land. 

 
C. Slow 

Mark 4:26-28 
26 And He said, So is the kingdom of God: as if a man cast seed on the earth, 
27 And sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and lengthens – how, he does not 
know. 
28 The earth bears fruit by itself: first a blade, then an ear, then full grain in the ear. 

Galatians 6:8-9 
8 For he who sows unto his own flesh will reap corruption of the flesh, but he who sows unto 
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap eternal life. 
9 And let us not lose heart in doing what is good, for in the proper season we will reap if we do 



not faint. 

D. Hidden and Personal Luke 5:15-16 
15 But the word concerning Him spread abroad all the more, and great crowds came together 
to hear Him and to be healed from their infirmities. 
16 But He Himself often withdrew in the wilderness and prayed. 

Mark 1:34-36 
34 And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and He cast out many demons and 
did not allow the demons to speak, because they knew Him. 
35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still night, He went out and went away to a 
deserted place, and there He prayed. 
36 And Simon and those with him hunted for Him, 

 
E. Mysterious 

Colossians 1:27 - To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory, 

 
F. Corporate 

2 Timothy 2:22 - But flee youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with 
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

Song of Songs 1:4a - Draw me; we will run after you … 

Psalm 92:13-14 
13 Planted in the house of Jehovah, They will flourish in the courts of our God. 
14 They will still bring forth fruit in old age; They will be full of sap and green; 

Hebrews 10:25 - Not abandoning our own assembling together, as the custom with some is, 
but exhorting one another; and so much the more as you see the day drawing near. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor; 
10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls and does not 
have another to lift him up! 
11 Again, if two lie together, they keep warm. But how can one be warm alone? 
And while a man may prevail against the one, the two will withstand him; and a threefold cord 
is not quickly broken. 
12 And while a man may prevail against the one, the two will withstand him; and a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken. 

 
II. A vital group is a BLENDED GROUP, not a collection or a meeting of individual 
saints. 

1 Cor. 12:24 – But our comely members have no need. But God has blended the body together, 
giving more abundant honor to the member that lacked, 

 
A. The meaning of blended 

The word blended also means “adjusted,” “harmonized,” “tempered,” and “mingled.”…In order 
to be harmonized, blended, adjusted, mingled, and tempered in the Body life, we have to go 
through the cross and be by the Spirit, dispensing Christ to others for the sake of the Body of 
Christ. 

(The Divine and Mystical Realm, Chapter 6, Section 5) 

B. The type of the meal offering 1 Cor. 5:6-7a 



6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 
7 Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, even as you are 
unleavened… 

Lev. 2:1, 11, 13 
1 And when anyone presents an offering of a meal offering to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine 
flour; and he shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it. 
11 No meal offering that you present to Jehovah shall be made with leaven, for you shall not 
burn any leaven or any honey as an offering by fire to Jehovah. 
13 And every offering of your meal offering you shall season with salt, and you shall not omit 
the salt of the covenant of your God from your meal offering; with all your offerings you shall 
present salt. 

In the vital groups we need to be blended by much and thorough prayer, as   fine flour of the 
wheat, with all the members of our group, with the Spirit  as  the oil, through the death of Christ 
as the salt, and in the resurrection of Christ as the frankincense, into a dough for the Lord (1 
Cor. 5:6-7a; Lev. 2:1-13). 

(Fellowship Concerning the Urgent Need of the Vital Groups, Chapter 10, Section 2) 
 

C. The cross dealing with individualism for the blending 

Gal. 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
1. Killing our preference and taste 

Phil. 2:2a – Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the same love, joined 
in soul, thinking the one thing, 

1 Cor. 12:25 – That there would be no division in the body, but that the members would 
have the same care for one another. 

 
2. Dealing with arguments over small matters that damage the oneness 

In serving the Lord, we will encounter severe tests, particularly in regard to small things; 
Satan always hides himself in small matters in order to tempt us. Many times it is because 
of small things that the brothers are not in one accord….We should use all our strength and 
even be willing to be martyred in order to guard the matters of the Lord's person and the 
basic truths related to Him. Besides this, we are all brothers and sisters, and there is nothing 
worth arguing about in regard to our service. 

(The Ground of the Church and the Service of the Body, Chapter 6, Section 2) 

3. Dealing with offenses 

1 Cor. 6:17 – Already then it is altogether a defeat to you that you have lawsuits with one 
another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? 

D. The application of the cross by receiving the word as the Spirit Eph. 6:17-18 
17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of 
God, 
18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit 

 
1. Killing our offended emotion directly and killing the evil power in the air 
indirectly 

This  is  something  I  have  learned  through   many  years  of  experience.    I am not a 
“marble” person who cannot be offended. I have often been offended by others in the church 
life or in my family life. How have I been able to get through all the offenses? I get through 



by receiving the word as the Spirit. The word I receive as the Spirit then becomes the sword 
to slay the enemy. Apparently, the sword of the Spirit kills my emotion; actually, it kills the 
evil spirit in the air who takes advantage of my emotion. Whereas my emotion is killed 
directly, the evil spirit is killed indirectly. In this way I have been able to get through the 
offenses. 

(Teachers' Training, Chapter 2, Section 3) 
 

2. A spiritual antibiotic killing the germs within us 

We may compare this kind of killing to the effect of an antibiotic on the germs that cause 
illness in our body. In order for our body to be saved, the germs need to be killed by an 
antibiotic. The word that we receive in a living way as the Spirit is a spiritual antibiotic that 
kills the “germs” within us. When the germs are killed, the evil forces in the air have no way 
to take advantage of us. Then we can live a healthy Body life, a healthy church life. 

(Teachers' Training, Chapter 2, Section 4) 
3. Preserving us in the church life 

This is the way I have been preserved in the church life and in my ministry for so many years. 
Apart from the killing of the word as the Spirit, my ministry would have been terminated. 
Once again I would emphasize that we need to receive the word of God in a living way so that 
in our experience the Spirit becomes the killing sword. When the word becomes the Spirit, 
the Spirit becomes the sword—the sword of the Spirit that kills the germs in us and the evil 
spirits in the air. In this way the Body, the church life, and our ministry are saved. This will 
enable our ministry to have a long life. 

(Teachers' Training, Chapter 2, Section 4) 
 

E. The practicality of blending 

1. Stopping to fellowship 

Fellowship tempers us, fellowship adjusts us, fellowship harmonizes us, and fellowship 
mingles us…. Blending means that we should always stop to fellowship with others. 

(The Divine and Mystical Realm, Chapter 6, Section 5) 

Phil. 3:3 – For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God and boast 
in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh, 

Rom. 12:3 – For I say, through the grace given to me, to every one who is among you, not 
to think more highly of himself than he ought to think, but to think so as to be sober-minded, 
as God has apportioned to each a measure of faith. 

Phil. 2:3 – Doing nothing by way of selfish ambition nor by way of vainglory, but in lowliness 
of mind considering one another more excellent than yourselves; 

Philemon 14 – But without your mind I did not want to do anything, that your goodness 
would not be as of necessity, but voluntary. 

 
2. Not doing things for our interest or according to our taste but for the church 

1 John 1:3 – That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that you also may 
have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ. 

Footnote 3 – …Fellowship here indicates a putting away of private interests and a joining 
with others for a certain common purpose. Hence, to have fellowship with the apostles, to 
be in the fellowship of the apostles, and to have fellowship with the Triune God in the 
apostles’ fellowship is to put aside our private interests and join with the apostles and the 
Triune God for the carrying out of God’s purpose… 
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