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I. The God-ordained Way Is Intrinsically a Way of Life   
•  A Vital Group Is a Blended Group   
• A Vital Group should be Living & Active 

 
• A Tree Illustrates the God-ordained Way in the Vital Groups:  

*Roots (Our personal & affectionate hidden life with the Lord, beginning very early every morning) 
*Trunk (God’s New Testament Economy—The Teaching of the Apostles) 
*Branches with leaves -- a beautiful expression (“the corporate living of the perfected God-men”) 

 
 II. A Vital Group Has Three Characteristics: Meeting Man’s Need for Purpose and Community 

According to God’s Economy for the Fulfillment of His Purpose (Gen. 1:26; Gen 5; John 15:1-17)   
 

A. PURPOSE—Increase, Perfecting, & Building Up of the Church (John 15: 5,8,16; Eph 4:12, 16) 
 B.  NATURE—Spiritual – To Exercise our Human Spirit to be Filled with the Holy Spirit (15:5,7) 

  C.  CONDITION—Loving One Another in Oneness and with One Accord (15:9,10,12,17) 
 
John 13: 34  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another.   
35 By this shall all men know…you are My disciples, if you …love for one another (cf. Jn 17:21-23) 
 

• In Addition_~ A Vital Group should always be characterized by 
Fellowship, Prayer, Care & Coordination & Mutuality 

 
Phil. 1: 5  For your fellowship unto the furtherance of the gospel from the first day until now 
 
Note 5 1  
This gave them the ground for their experience and enjoyment of Christ, which is the main point of this book. 
The Christ-experiencing and -enjoying life is a life in the furtherance of the gospel, a gospel-preaching life, not 
individualistic but corporate. Hence, there is the fellowship unto the furtherance of the gospel. The more 
fellowship we have in the furtherance of the gospel, the more Christ we experience and enjoy. This kills our self, 
ambition, preference, and choice. 
 

• 80% of the Church Life – Small Vital Groups 
Matt. 18: 20  For where there are two or three gathered into My name, there am I in their midst. 
 
Eph. 1: 18: …the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints 
 
Eph. 2: 6  And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him … in Christ Jesus 
 
 
Hebrews 10: 24  And let us consider one another so as to incite one another to love and good works,   
25  Not abandoning our own assembling together, as the custom with some is, but exhorting one 
another; and so much the more as you see the day drawing near (cf. 1 Cor 12:3-12, 14-24; Rom 12:3-4) 
 
 
Col 3:13  Bearing one another and forgiving one another, if anyone should have a complaint against 
anyone; even as the Lord forgave you, so also should you forgive.   
15  And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you were called in one Body; and 
be thankful. 
 



1 Corinthians 12:  
3 Therefore I make known to you that … no one can say, Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit. 
4-6  But there are distinctions of gifts, but the same Spirit;  And there are distinctions of ministries, yet 
the same Lord; And there are distinctions of operations, but the same God, who operates all things  
7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for what is profitable.  
8  For to one through the Spirit a word of wisdom is given, and to another a word of knowledge, 
according to the same Spirit;   
9  To a different one faith in the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing in the one Spirit,   
10  And to another operations of works of power, and to another prophecy, and to another discerning 
of spirits; to a different one various kinds of tongues, and to another interpretation of tongues.   
11  But the one and the same Spirit operates all these things, distributing to each one respectively even 
as He purposes.   
12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of the body, being many, 
are one body, so also is the Christ. 
14  For the body is not one member but many. 
15-16  If the foot should say, Because I am not a hand ~if the ear should say, Because I am not an eye 
18 - But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, even as He willed. 
21 - And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of you; nor again the head to the feet… 
22 - But much rather the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 
24  …But God has blended the body together, giving more abundant honor to the member that lacked,   
25  That there would be no division in the body, but that the members would have the same care for 
one another. 
 
Romans 12: 3-4 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think 
more highly of himself than he ought to think, but to think so as to be sober-minded, as God has 
apportioned to each a measure of faith.  For just as in one body we have many members, and all the 
members do not have the same function 
 

• John 21:11  Simon Peter therefore went up and hauled the net to the land full of large fish, a 
hundred and fifty-three; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 

 

The Blessings of the Vital Group 
 

Words of Caution:  1. Be careful about legality – be flexible.  Pick up principles and apply them through 
fellowship and life. Treasure the one accord:  
2. Continually apply the cross to the self and our opinions, and learn to  coordinate and to “go 
along” with others (Rom. 12: 16)  
3. Avoid Oldness, Deadness, Formality, Routine and Lifeless Teaching. Take care of the 
matter of time. (Ex. 23: 19) 
4. Make progress “little by little” and “day by day” 
5. Avoid competition and rivalry, parties and natural relationships (Phil. 1:15; 2:3) 

   6. Treasure the One Accord in the Church – Larger Meetings (1 Cor.14:23; John 17:23) 
    

Words of Encouragement: In a Healthy Vital Group -- 
1.    Exercise the Mingled Spirit 
2. Continue in the Word of God and the Healthy Teachings 
3. Maintain an Atmosphere of Prayer 
4. Mutuality & Fellowship—The Character of Vital Groups (“One Another”) 
5. The Blessing  of Caring for Others (Fellow Members, New, Young, Weak, Needy) 
6. Maintain a “learning” spirit * Fellowship with others * Blend 

 
 

Acts 20: 35 …remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
 

Mark 10: 45  For even the Son of Man did not come to  be served, but to serve and to give His life … 


